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Natural rubber production in September 2018 slumped 22.0 per cent

Malaysia’s natural rubber production in September was 49,022 tonnes, declined by 22.0 per cent as
compared to 62,862 tonnes in August. Year-on-year comparisons showed the production decreased by
6.1 per cent.

Average price of Latex Concentrate was recorded at 409.18 sen per kilogramme and the average price of
Standard Malaysian Rubber 20 (S.M.R. 20) was 544.29 sen per kilogramme. Both prices showed an
increase of 0.5 per cent and 0.2 per cent respectively as compared to the average price in August 2018.

Malaysia’s natural rubber exports amounted 52,365 tonnes, a decrease of 9.2 per cent as compared to
August 2018. Main destination of exported natural rubber was to China accounting 49.4 per cent of total
exports in September. It was followed by Germany (16.8%), Finland (5.4%), Korea (3.0%) and Turkey
(2.8%).

Domestic consumption of natural rubber in September 2018 was 41,219 tonnes against 42,984 tonnes
during August 2018, a reduction of 4.1 per cent. The rubber glove industry as the main consumer uses
31,454 tonnes or 76.3 per cent of the total natural rubber domestic consumption.

Stock of natural rubber stood at 179,844 tonnes, dropped by 2.3 per cent against 184,051 tonnes at the
end of August 2018.
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Table 1 presents the principal statistics of rubber for September 2018 while Chart 1 shows the monthly time
series from January 2017 to September 2018.

Table 1: Principal statistics of rubber, September 2018

Change Change
month-on-month year-on-year
September 2018/ September 2018/

August 2018 September 2017

(%) (%)

September August September
2017 2018 2018

Principal Statistics

Production

(tonnes) 52,194 62,862 49,022 -22.0 6.1
Exports

{tonnes) 45,144 57,670 52365 -9.2 16.0
Impaorts

{tonnes) 99 957 77,246 79811 33 -20.2
Domestic consumption

{tonnes) 40,459 42 984 41,219 -41 1.9
Closing stocks

(tonnes) 193,587 184,051 179,844 23 71
Mumber of paid workers

{estate) 10,159 11,752 11,804 04 16.2
Salaries &wages

(estate) (RM'000) 13,207 17 541 16,111 -8.2 220

Chart 1: Monthly production, exports, imports, domestic consumption and stocks of natural
rubber 20172018

J00

¥ ¥
-~
' \ ' !
200 - o i i
=4
- R~y Stocks
@
=
E 150 -
=
=
100 - Imports

p

—, Production

Exports

I+
J FM A M J J O 53 0 N D J

2017 2018



*Notes:

Data for September 2018 is provisional. The
data will be updated based on the latest available figures and subsequently published in the October
2018 publication.
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