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Natural rubber in February 2018 gained 14.9 per cent

Natural rubber production increased by 14.9 per cent in February 2018 to 63,246 tonnes as compared to
January 2018. Meanwhile for year-on-year production decreased by 28.7 per cent.

Average monthly price of Latex Concentrate and Standard Malaysian Rubber 20 (S.M.R 20) in February
2018 were 456.69 sen per kilogramme and 563.14 sen per kilogramme, decreased by 3.8 per cent
and 4.2 per cent respectively as compared to January 2018.

Exports of natural rubber in February 2018 was recorded at 49,627 tonnes, gained by 5.8 per cent than
the previous month. Five main destinations of natural rubber exports were China, Germany, Iran, Finland
and U.S.A.

Domestic consumption of natural rubber shrinked by 10.5 per cent to 39,586 tonnes in February 2018 as
compared to the previous month. The main industry using natural rubber was rubber glove industry at
29,654 tonnes (74.9%).

Meanwhile, in terms of stocks, the level of natural rubber stocks increased by 11.4 per centto 285,616
tonnes at the end of February 2018.



Production
Production of natural rubber increased 14.9% in February 2018.
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Table 1 presents the principal statistics of rubber for February 2018 while Chart 1 shows
the monthly time series from February 2017 to February 2018.

Table 1: Principal statistics of rubber, February 2018

Principal Statistics

Change
month-on-month
February 2018/

Change
year-on-year
February 2018/

January 2018 February 2017
%) (%)

Production
{tonnes) 28,698 55,0348 63,246 14.9 -28.7
Exports
(tonnes) 57,859 45,928 49 627 5.8 -14.4
Impaorts
{tonnes) 84 787 140,670 103,328 -26.5 2149
Domestic consumption
(tonnes) 36,279 44 241 38 586 -105 51
Closing stocks
(tonnes) 246 583 256,432 285,616 11.4 15.8
Mumber of paid waorkers
(estate) 8,966 10,708 10,448 24 4.8
Salaries &wages (estate)

13,898 14,422 15,183 53 92

(RM 000)

Chart 1: Monthly production, exports, imports, domestic consumption and stocks of natural

rubber 201772018
300 -
Stocks
250 -
200 -
2 150 -
=
(=
]
2
S 100 4 Imports
3 & Production
+——a& Exports
'U T T T T T T T T 1




*Notes:

Data for February 2018 is provisional.
The data will be updated based on the latest available figures and subsequently published in the
March 2018 publication.
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